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From this and Bismarck's previous conversations Lord Odo
Russell concluded that Bismarck had given up all hope of
maintaining any part of Turkey's government in Europe. He
meant to support Russia and would not oppose a Russian occupa-
tion of Constantinople, hoping to induce Austria to make terms
with Russia at the territorial expense of Turkey. He did not
anticipate difficulty either with France or Italy, and although he
favoured a peaceable partition he would not hesitate to take
advantage of war between Russia and England to do what he
pleased. It is evident that at this moment Lord Odo Russell was
not favourably impressed with Bismarck's tactics.

ii

The events of the next few days confirmed the British Ambas-
sador in his opinion that Bismarck meant to support Russia.
He heard that he was doing all he could to persuade France and
Italy to allow her to keep her gains,1 and his efforts may have
contributed to the failure of a plan of Lord Beaconsfield's to
form a Mediterranean League to thwart Russia.2 Bismarck
himself confided to the new French Ambassador, Count de St.
Vallier, that Gorchakov was more than making up for his diplo-
matic errors at the beginning and that acting under his advice
he had compromised with Austria, who was now going to take a
pledge in the shape of Bosnia and Herzegovina instead of
fighting. England was playing a losing game, for a conqueror
never forgave those who came between him and his spoils ; let
her take Egypt for a pledge and then the conference could begin.3
Despite much weighty evidence that Bismarck really desired
peace for the sake of Germany, as Lord Odo Russell was never
tired of reiterating, it is hard to avoid the impression that he was
stirring up national animosities in thus lightly suggesting to
France that England should take Egypt, and to Lord Odo himself
that Gorchakov was contemplating dispensing with the con-
ference. In any case he succeeded in thoroughly alarming St.
Vallier, who hurried off to sound his British colleague. He

64. 902. No. 146. To Lord Derby. 26 February 1878.
2For Italy's final refusal see Crispi II. 96-7-
*D.D.F. II. 261-263.